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SITE DESCRIPTION

Beacon Hill forms an escarpment topped by Uppeb@aferous Elland Flags, which
are exposed on the footpath near the Beacon. t€kp slope which descends into
Halifax is made of mudstones, silts and minor seress beds, which are generally less
resistant to weathering and erosion than the ElRdags. There are Elland Flag quarries
on the top of Beacon Hill. Silts and mudstonesexygosed at the north end of Beacon
Hill, in a large quarry occupied by various facttmyildings. Godley Cutting, which is
occupied by the A58 from Halifax to Hipperholmepezes an excellent sequence of
mudstones and silts.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS:

There is a long history of coal mining in the anedh the Lister family of Shibden Hall
being the owners of the mines. The south sideanfi€y Cutting has three adits (tunnels)
which exploited the thin coal seams. These araiags into chambers in which pillar
and stall mining has taken place. Mudstone leas lextracted for brick-making at the
north end of Beacon Hill and there is a record init&/s Directory 1894 that Swan Bank
coal and Brick Company, Bailey Hall Road was opegathen. There are some sizable
Judd walls on the top of Beacon Hill, which showatteandstone waste has accumulated
as a result of quarrying on top of the hill.

EDUCATIONAL VALUE:

This area is suitable for small groups of secong&uglents or adults to observe Upper
Carboniferous sedimentation.

Beacon Hill is a suitable vantage point for obseguine geology and landscape of the
Halifax district. Access to Godley Cutting shobkel maintained for research purposes.

AESTHETIC CHARACTERISTICS:
There are extensive panoramic views to the wesitdswthe Calder valley and north into
the Shibden valley.

ACCESS AND SAFETY:
There is a lay-by suitable for a minibus at SE 288 (Shibden Hall Road). Exposures
in Godley Cutting are best observed from HorleygarRoad and Shibden Hall Road



(binoculars are useful). Keep to pavements dtrals as minor roads are busy bus
routes.



